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O God, thou hast taught me from my youth; and hitherto have I declared thy wondrous 
works. Psalm 71:17

      God has taught me from my youth.  I was born into a preacher’s home, saved 
at an early age, and called to preach at fourteen.  God has been so good to me!  I 
had wonderful teachers growing up that were great examples in the ministry.  Great 
preachers such as B.R. Lakin, Percy Ray, and Carl Lackey, as well as missionaries 
from around the world sat at our table.  I learned from listening and watching their 
lives.  It was wonderful to rub shoulders with God’s servants as a young boy.

     Seeing all that God was doing around the world and in our country and 
personally experiencing the revival that was going on in our church and youth 
group enabled me to view the work of God from an early age.  Though I have failed 
Him many times, my desire has always been to encourage other young people to 
live for the Lord. 

      As Psalm 71:18 says, “Now also when I am old and grayheaded,” as David 
I want to “show God’s strength unto his generation” and “God’s power” to 
everyone that would follow. 

     The purpose of these issues for the last five years has been to encourage young 
people around the world that they too can serve God.  How God has taught and 
directed my life!  I can see His guiding hand from my youth. Our desire is for 
you to see God’s strength and to know God’s power and to feel His presence 
and guiding hand in your life.  Live a clean life, stay close to Him, and He shall 
direct your path.  

Declaring His Works
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As Israel 

was guided 

through the 

wilderness 

with the 

cloud by day 

and a pillar of 

fire by night, 

someone had to go first—to lead the 

others in step after Moses. Nahshon is 

one who willingly took the lead-off place 

and obediently followed. He was first to 

follow the command of Moses and first 

to set an example for others to do the 

same. Israel enjoyed great victories and 

successes early in her travels because of 

this prevailing attitude. Who will be first 

to follow when it comes to your church 

or youth group, or whatever area of 

ministry you are involved in?

     Num. 1:54 “And the children of Israel 

did according to all that the LORD 

commanded Moses, so did they.” 

 This is the spirit that carries 

great causes and great works for Christ; 

i.e. “according to all that the LORD 

commanded.” Nahshon was the kind of 

person that is foundational in a church. 

One who was always there; always 

prepared; ready to go; to move forward. 

Please examine his qualities with me for 

a few moments and examine your own 

spirit as well.

1 First of all, Numbers 2:1-3 tells 

us that Nahshon realized and 

accepted the responsibility as 

captain of the tribe of Judah (v.2-3). 

Judah was a significant tribe in Israel. 

Christians need to recognize the 

importance and place we have in this 

world: that of serving the King of Kings 

and Lord of Lords. There is no higher 

purpose in this world than to serve our 

loving Lord Jesus Christ. We must step 

forward to take our place and to assume 

the task set before us. 

 

Editor’s Note:
John Green is the third son of Dr. 

Don Green of Lansing, Michigan.  

John and his wife, Tina, are 

representatives of Local Church 

Bible Publishers and Bearing 

Precious Seed Printing Ministry. 

Tina was paralyzed two months 

after their marriage due to an 

accident caused by a drunk driver.  

For thirty-three years, John and Tina 

have served the Lord in various 

capacities.  John preached this 

powerful thought at our mission’s 

conference in April of 2007.  

To contact John, call him at

901-921-2497.         ~  Jim Green

Sermon Text:
“…And the children of Israel took 

their journeys out of the wilderness 

of Sinai…In the first place went 

the standard of the camp of the 

children of Judah according to 

their armies: and over his host was 

Nahshon the son of Amminadab.” 

Num. 10:11-14

The Spirit of Nahshon
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 We are Baptists with a rich 

heritage of leaders who had great 

influence on the forming of our country. 

Many of the freedoms enjoyed today 

can be traced back to the principles for 

which our Baptist ancestors stood. 

 For instance, ‘religious 

tolerance’, i.e. the fact that people may 

worship after the dictates of their own 

conscience was projected by the Baptists 

in early America. 

Because of this 

rich heritage, 

Baptists should 

step forward and 

be willing to lead 

and to carry the torch for the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ. Adoniram Judson was 

the first missionary to leave the United 

States and serve on the foreign field.  He 

went as a Baptist to Burma and wrote 

the dictionary for their language that is 

still being used today. He also translated 

the Scriptures for the Burmese people. 

What an example for others to follow! I 

believe he had the spirit of Nahshon as 

he dared to step out for Christ.

2Next, Nahshon was first to face 

the new day.  Numbers 2:3 says, 

“And on the east side toward the 

rising of the sun shall they of the standard 

of the camp of Judah pitch throughout 

their armies: and Nahshon the son of 

Amminadab shall be captain of the children 

of Judah.” Just think: the first glimpses 

of God’s new day every day belonged to 

Nahshon and his tribe as they faced the 

east! How needful for those who would 

be leaders to be up in the morning 

to give their first moments to God. 

Nahshon was first to see the light God 

gave; first to have vision each day. David 

said in Psalms 63:1, “O God, thou art my 

God; early will I seek thee…” Even Jesus 

found it of great importance to give the 

Father the first part of His day as Mark 

1:35 says, “And in the 

morning, rising up 

a great while before 

day, he went out, and 

departed into a solitary 

place, and there 

prayed.” Are you willing to give your first 

and your best to the One who gave His 

first and best for you?

3The last verse of Numbers 7:1-

12, tells us, “And he that offered his 

offering the first day was Nahshon 

the son of Amminadab, of the tribe of 

Judah:”  Here Nahshon steps up to be 

first to give offerings for his tribe unto 

the LORD. Each tribe was to make a 

sacrifice, but it is interesting that Nahson 

was first to give an offering. He did not 

wait around to see what others were 

going to do, and all the rest followed 

him. What a blessing to see Christians 

who take the initiative to give unto the 

Lord whether it is for missions, or for 

buildings, or other needs in the 

ministry! 

The key is that spirit of Nahshon. That 

has to be the factor in your life. Look 

at the early church of Macedonia in 2 

Corinthians 8:1-5, “Moreover, brethren, 

we do you to wit of  the grace of God 

bestowed on the churches of Macedonia; 

How that in a great trial of affliction 

the abundance of their joy and their deep 

poverty abounded unto the riches of their 

liberality.  For to their power, I bear record, 

yea, and beyond their power they were 

willing of themselves; Praying us with 

much entreaty that we would receive the 

gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the 

ministering to the saints. And this they did, 

not as we hoped, but first gave their own 

selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will 

of God.” 

Do you get the idea that they were of 

the same spirit as Nahshon? I want that 

spirit! Amen! (continued on page 5)

Winner
CrossWord puzzle

Jonathan Quatro, 
neW York

Even a Yankees fan can win!
Be the first to send in your 
crossword puzzle and win!

 first           are you willing to give
your

best
&

your
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My Dream Come True
4

soaringaseagles.com

Every little kid, I’m sure, has had some dream or hero to look up to. Well, for as long as I can 

remember, my hero has been Patch the Pirate. I have always listened to his adventures before I went to 

bed and was always the first one to listen to his new adventure. His stories were exciting, funny and captivating.  Patch the Pirate songs 

were fun, yet scriptural, not to mention easy to learn. In his songs I have learned to obey, love my enemies, eat broccoli, brush my teeth, 

share, and to just do right no matter what. People always teased me that I had a song for everything that ever happened, and I suppose 

I learned that from Patch. 

 By the time I was nine, you could name any song that Patch had recorded, and I could tell you what tape it was on, repeat the 

dialogue from that entire tape and sing it, all off the top of my head. I even wrote a school paper on my hero, Patch the Pirate. Now, 

moving on to the dream part—Naturally every kid wants to meet his hero, and I would be so envious when I heard that my brothers 

and sister had met him at their college or that another of my friends had heard him speak. So when Mom told me she was going to 

take me to a Ron Hamilton music seminar for my early sixteenth birthday present—I was ecstatic!  

 So, the countdown began and finally the day came, and we were on our way to 

fulfill my life long dream.  The first night the opening song was Ron Hamilton singing 

“Bow the Knee” accompanied by a huge choir and full orchestra.  It was wonderful! The 

next day I went alone to Mrs. Shelley Hamilton’s session on the piano. Mom went to 

another class. Mrs. Hamilton’s class was in the choir rehearsal room, and I was early so I got 

a good seat right in front of her by the aisle.  I heard a door open behind me, and I looked 

up to see HIM coming towards me down the aisle.  I quickly turned back around and my 

heart felt like it was going to beat out of my chest. I took a couple of breaths then analyzed 

the situation. While I was still gaining control, an older lady went up to have him sign her 

Bible.  This was my chance.  I waited in line but when my turn came, I was frozen.  I told 

him I was so excited to meet him and that he had been my hero for many years.  I wrote 

         him a note and was I surprised when two days later, he read it out loud to our class. 

                     He said that letters inspired him to continue every time.  After “Patch Goes to 

                                        the Jungle,” people wrote in that they had surrendered to go to the 

                                                         mission field.  After “Patch Goes to Space,” people wrote 

                         in that they had been saved.  
Ron 

Hamilton
      & 
Joanna 

Green

(continued on page 6)
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of us. Ruth 4:18-22 says, “Now these are 

the generations of Pharez:  Pharez begat 

Hezron, And Hezron begat Ram, and Ram 

begat Amminadab, And Amminadab begat 

Nahshon, and Nahshon begat Salmon, 

And Salmon begat Boaz, and Boaz begat 

Obed, And Obed begat Jesse, and Jesse begat 

David.” Pharez was the illegitimate 

offspring of the dreadful sin committed 

by Judah. BUT GOD, in His wonder-

working grace that is still amazing, 

used even this humble and horrible 

beginning for His glory. You will see in 

the genealogy of Christ that Nahshon is 

mentioned. God, give us some Nahshons 

for Your glory! God is more interested in 

where you are going to than where you 

came from. 

 Be a Nahshon.  Dare to step 

out for the Lord.  Be the first to follow. 

Stand with Christ and His 

people. Take the stand for 

Him. Have the 

spirit of Nahshon!

Caleb made a claim for the mountain of 

Hebron in v. 12 and Joshua 14:12. He 

challenged others to step up and “take 

it.” His nephew was first to speak up 

and take the challenge. He was known 

as Othniel.  Sure enough, he got it 

done. Later Othniel became the first 

Judge in the land God had given to His 

people. Othniel led his people to a great 

conquest. Many of us are blessed with a 

goodly heritage, but perhaps you are not 

in a Christian home. God will use you to 

initiate a “goodly heritage” for those who 

come along after you. It has to start with 

someone.  Why not you?

 You may think you are not 

qualified, or that you are inadequate, 

or just too marred with a background 

not fitting for such a high aspiration. I 

want to tell you where Nahshon came 

from. He was the descendant of Judah 

and his disgraceful relationship with 

his daughter-in-law, Tamar. Yet in the 

book of Ruth there are some astounding 

words that ought to encourage every one 

4Num. 10:14 says, “In the first 

place went the standard of the camp 

of the children of Judah according 

to their armies: and over his host was 

Nahshon the son of Amminadab.” Again, 

Nahshon is first to bear the standard 

among the tribes. God help us to step 

up and bear the standard. One branch 

of our armed forces says, “Lead, follow, 

or get out of the way.” It is well known 

that the advanced guard needed to be 

stronger than those in the middle. When 

Israel moved onward and covered new 

ground, Nahshon was first to see it and 

enjoy it. He was first to face the enemy; 

first to fight the battles they faced. My 

friend, you need to stand up and face 

this wicked world. Fight against the 

attacks of Satan. As Nahshon, you can 

take the brunt of the battle. 

 When Joshua came to the 

Jordan River, he told the priests to step 

into the river, and the Lord parted the 

waters for all to cross over. God help you 

to be willing to take that step into new 

territory, gaining new ground for God 

in your own life. The Lord could use you 

to help others follow Jesus into a more 

pleasing testimony for Him.

5 Later, in Judges 1:1-2, the 

descendants of Nahshon were 

chosen to be first to conquer 

the enemies in Canaan. One called 

5
(continued from page 3)

got
questions?

go to www.soarıngaseagles.com
ask the preacher.
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My Dream Come True
continued from page 4

Meeting Ron Hamilton was incredible.  

I realized that he is extremely humble.  

He barely took any credit for his songs 

himself.  He said the whole Patch the 

Pirate adventures started because he was 

doing cantatas for adult choirs and the 

kids that had called him Patch the Pirate 

after his cancer told him he should do 

something for kids. It’s not all about 

fame and money.  Flocks and groups of 

people would be around him, but he still 

was personable.  He gave a lot of credit 

to his wife and his team and to God.  

 I learned so much from the 

Garlocks, Hamiltons and Emorys.  I 

learned a lot of musical techniques and 

how to express myself on the piano.   I 

learned to feel what I am playing 

and to know in my heart what I am 

playing and not to just show off piano 

techniques.  The Garlocks are Shelley 

Hamilton’s parents.  What a legacy they 

are to conservative Christian music 

for the past forty years! Now, Shelly is 

continuing with her husband, and their 

children are continuing as well. I am an                      

MK like she is:  a musician’s kid! Don’t 

get me wrong.  I do not worship Ron or 

Shelly Hamilton, but they have been my 

heroes and an inspiration to me over the 

past 15 years of my life.   

    My dream did come true:  

I met Patch the Pirate (a.k.a. Ron 

Hamilton).  Now my dream has turned 

into a vision.  A vision of being a 

blessing to people as he and his wife 

have been and to do something for God 

and to not do a halfway job but to excel.  

 Those three days at the music 

seminar have inspired me to work harder 

in the future so that I can be a great 

pianist for the cause of Christ 

and for the glory of God. 

northwoodsbaptistcamp.com
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     What do you want to be when 

you grow up?  I wanted to be a 

truck driver.  While we were on dep-

utation and later while on furlough, 

I was always fascinated with trucks. 

I loved to watch the big rigs zoom 

past. I wanted to travel the country 

and drive my own semi.  Wow, I 

thought that would be the life!  Little 

boys sometimes fantasize about vari-

ous occupations, and I thought that 

being a truck driver would be the 

greatest job in the world! 

     Then the Lord began dealing 

with me about preaching, but I 

wanted to be a truck driver.  Even 

living in a missionary’s home, I re-

belled against God’s will for my life. 

I thought there was no way I could 

preach.  Then a missionary from 

Cork, Ireland, Lionel Smith, stayed 

at our house one night and asked 

me, “If the Lord were to call you to 

preach, would you surrender?”  I 

told him I hoped I would, but in my 

heart I told the Lord no.  The Lord

kept dealing with me.  He used a

Missionaries to Northern Ireland

Don and Merlynn Randall

verse in the Bible to quiet my confu-

sion, “I can do all things through 

Christ which strengtheneth me.” 

(Phil. 4:13) I finally surrendered to 

preach when I was 20 years of age.  

Of course, now I look back on it and 

realize how foolish I was.  I wished I 

would have surrendered when I was 

younger.               

     When my folks surrendered to 

the mission field, I was about the 

age of 9.  I lived with them in Ire-

land for ten years, from 1979-1989. 

Then in 1990, furlough was over and 

my parents were leaving to go back 

to Ireland, and I moved to Lansing, 

Michigan, to go to a Bible Institute. 

It was there that I met my wife, and 

I graduated in June of 1993.  The 

Lord led us to North Carolina where 

I pastored a small country church. 

During that time, the Lord allowed 

my wife and I to make two trips to 

Northern Ireland to visit my fam-

ily.  Our first trip there, in October 

of 1993, the Lord led us to begin 

praying about what He would have 

us to do.  We prayed for over two 

years.  I always thought the Lord 

would just have me pastor in the 

States and support missionaries, but 

on our second trip in December of 

1996, I knew then what God wanted 

us to do.  

     While growing up in Ireland, my 

folks had us involved in the ministry 

leading in singing and doing other 

things in the church.  I was never 

bitter about the mission field.  I 

think the reason for that was when 

we moved to Northern Ireland, we 

made that home. My parents never 

apologized for raising us on the 

mission field.  We never felt like we 

had missed out on anything by living 

outside of the United States.  Dad 

always instilled in us that no matter 

where you are, it is always a joy to 

serve the Lord. When I left home, 

I had good memories of the mis-

sion field.  When I moved back to 

the mission field as a missionary, I 

already knew the culture and the 

people.  It was not much of a shock 

since I grew up there. I knew a 

little about how they thought, and it 

helped us in going back to reach the 

Irish folk.  

     Being a truck driver doesn’t have 

the thrill that I feel from doing the 

Lord’s work as a missionary.  I re-

ally do have the greatest job in the 

world!



8

Official Soaring as Eagles CrossWord Puzzle 
In the articles of this issue you will find all the answers to this puzzle. Upon completion, cut out or photocopy this page and send it to us. 

The first five to send in the finished puzzle will get their names and pictures published in the SAE Puzzle Hall of Fame next issue!

Across
1. Shelly Hamilton’s parents are the __________.
7. God has taught me from my _______.
9. The key is the _______ of Nahshon.
11. God has no need for ________ laborers.
13. Adoniram Judson was a of what denomination?
      15. Nicole is now in the country of ___________.
             16. Nicole Pitchford grew up in _______.
                       17. Randall was ______ when he moved to Ireland.
                                   18. There is no higher ________ in this 
                                            world than to serve our Lord.

Down
2. Joanna will be how old soon?
3. Nahshon was the kind of person   
   that is __________ in a church.
4. Being a _________ is the greatest 
    job in the world!
5. Joanna learned to eat _______ 
    from a Patch song.
6. Even Jesus gave the ______ part of 
    the day to God.
8. Don Randall wanted to be a _____  
    _______. (two words)
10. Illava Gray is how old?
12. Ron Hamilton became Patch the   
      Pirate after his what?
14. If the Lord were to call you, 
      would you _________?CrossWord 

Hall of Fame

1. Jonathan Quatro, New York
2. Lydia Ruwersma, Michigan
3. Ashley Wasson, South Dakota
4. Joanna Green, Michigan
5. Shantelle Rauszer, Michigan

soaringaseagles.com
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I Sing A New Song
How does a song come to being?  Many 
times, in this article, we have told the 
inspiration behind a particular song.  This 
featured song is so new, it has not been 
sung YET, but by the time you read this, it 
probably will have been.  
 On May 10, our graphics designer 
and son, Seth, is getting married to Sarah 
Fuller, the daughter of Evangelist and Mrs. 
Martin Fuller from Milton, Florida.  Sarah’s 
mother has written many songs, and the 
couple asked her if perhaps she might write 
a song for the wedding.  As the thoughts 
began to spin in her head, Mrs. Anne Fuller 
asked Seth a question:  “How do you think 
you will feel as you stand beside Sarah at 
the wedding and think about your future?”   
 Seth said, “I am so excited to have 
her serve the Lord beside me.”  That’s when 
the chorus came about, and mom sat down 
at the piano, and voila!  

Following Jesus Side by Side
By Anne Fuller

1.   Standing here loving you with all of my being;

I give to you a token of my love, this golden ring.

The circle, a symbol, love not broken, always true--

It’s a picture of my never-ending love for only you.

CHORUS

I will always love you; God has given you to me

To serve the Lord together till we face eternity;

We two shall be one surrendering our lives

Following Jesus side by side.

2.    Standing here loving you seems like a dream;

I give to you a token of my love, this golden ring;

The gold is a symbol, love most precious, real and pure; 

It’s a picture of eternity--how my heart’s forever yours.

Want to meet Seth and Sarah? 

Maybe see some wedding photos?

go to www.SethandSarahGreen.com
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The Contributors’ Corner

Bible Baptist Church, Mount Home, ID
Bible Believers Baptist, Corry, PA
Bob & Donna Anderson, Levering, MI
Calvary Baptist Chruch, Manistee, MI
Community Baptist Church, Sault Ste., MI
Don & Faye Green,  Lansing, MI
Evergreen Baptist Church, Kalkaska, MI
First Baptist Church, Boyne City, MI
Frank Winesett, Mount Airy, NC
Frieson Family, Saskatoon, SK
Fundamental Baptist Tabernacle,  Tyro, NC
Garlow Line Baptist Church, Six Nations, ON,
Gloryland Baptist Church, Birmingham, AL
Golden Plains Baptist Church,  Manitoba, Canada
Harry & Audrey Koonts, Lexington, NC
Intola Baptist Church, Thunder Bay, Ontario
John Gray, Papua New Guinea

John Green, Local Church Bible Publishers
Kathy Collingwood’s SS Class Pottstown, PA

Manton Baptist Church, Manton, Michigan
Maple Grove Baptist Church, Jackson, MI
Maranatha Baptist Church, Lexington, NC
Massillon Baptist Temple, Massillon, OH
New Hope Baptist Church,  Kennan, WI
Pierucki Family, Missionary to Romania

Refuge of Grace, Missouri
Ron & Hazel Waters, Scotland

Silvery Lane Baptist Dearborn, MI
Solid Rock Baptist Church, Calgary,  AB, Can

Tabitha Williams, Green Mtn., NC
Tim Kahler, Carrollton, OH

White Plains Baptist Church, Mt. Airy, NC
Wilson & Eva Reeves, Schereville, TN

       

Regular Support

“Not that I desire a gift: but I 
desire fruit that may about to your 
account.”  Phil. 4:17

Each month we receive encouraging 
letters or comments from readers 
young and old around the world that 
are receiving a blessing from this 
ministry.  We currently are printing 
2,400 issues and mailing to 12 
countries, 45 states and 7 Canadian 
provinces.  To God Be The Glory!

We could not continue without your 
support and prayers.  We are really 
close to going to a full color 32-
page magazine, 5 ½ by 7 ½ in size.  
To keep this ministry subscription 
free, we must have your continued 
support. We thank those who have 
been very faithful and urge everyone 
to send in something soon to help 
us get to this next level.  We do not 
feel the Lord wants us to charge 
a subscription fee to the readers 
although many have advised us to 
do that.  We are going to trust God 
to supply.

 I strongly feel and I am 
absolutely sure that when we 
get to heaven, we will see young 
people from all over the world that 
benefited from each issue that has 
gone forth. May God continue to 
bless you as you reach out to touch 
the next generation.
       For His Glory,
       Jim Green  

Dear SAE,

I want to tell you that I love getting your newsletter. I am twenty-one years old and 
have surrendered to do God’s will in my life. I feel God has called me to be in missions. 
I just wanted you to know that your newsletter is a big thing in my life, and it has really 
helped me go through hard times. Keep up the good work. 

       For His Grace,
       Ilava Gray
       Papua New Guinea

Special Gifts

Dan Hemmes, Manton, MI

Don Moore, Tampa, FL

John Crab, Fonda, NY
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Chief of Sinners 
and the God of All 
Grace 
(Editors Note: Nicole wrote this article for 
SAE three days before she was to board a 
plane for Kazakhstan.)
 
Whenever anyone asks me why God 
has chosen to use me as a missionary, 
the only reason I can think of is that I 
am the chief of sinners, and His grace 
is magnified when He chooses unlikely 
vessels. I grew up as a missionary kid 
in Brazil; however, in spite of all the 
opportunities and privileges of my 
upbringing, I could never produce in 
myself the faith that leads to salvation. 
I didn’t want to go to hell, but in 
truth, I never really loved Christ, and 
I always found myself more attracted 
to the deceptive pleasures of the world. 
But then, in my later teen years, God 
graciously opened my eyes to see the 
beauty of Christ, and I found total 
satisfaction in Him. (I Timothy 1:15-16; 
II Corinthians 4:4-6; Psalm 73:25-26)

     At Bible college, the Lord provided 
a husband for me to teach me even 
more about Christ and His love for 
the church. It was only then, after 
God showed me all that He has done 
for me in Christ, and after He taught 
me how satisfying He really is, that I 
actually became interested in missions. 
(Ephesians 1:15) At first, my husband 
and I just began gathering information 
about how God’s church is spreading 
throughout the world, and we began 
praying for the peoples that have still 
not been reached by the gospel. Then, 
God began doing some amazing things 
in our lives, and eventually led us to 
a ministry among the Muslims in 
Central Asia, one of the neediest and 
most unreached places left in the world. 
We are so excited about moving to 
Kazakhstan in January. (Matthew 24:14)

     People sometimes ask us what could 
motivate us to move to such a dangerous 
place and to work among such a hard 
people to reach. But when I have 

found the most precious and satisfying 
Treasure, how can I not tell other 
helpless beggars the good news? When 
I have found Someone who is worthy 
of worshipers from every kindred, 
tongue, people, and nation, how can I 
not go and call out from the nations 
the worshipers that He deserves, and 
that He died to sanctify unto Himself ? 
It is not just a duty—it is the highest 
privilege and an undeserved gift. I know 
that God does not need me—He could 
raise up worshipers from the very rocks, 
if He wanted to, but He knows what a 
precious and satisfying gift it is to serve 
the most glorious Master of the universe, 
and He is gracious enough to give us 
all good gifts—missionary  service 
included! (Matthew 13:44; Ephesians 
5:25-27; Matthew 3:9; James 1:17)

     People also ask if I’m afraid I might 
die over there. Afraid of what? Going 
to see my Savior? Leaving all my sins 
and weaknesses behind? If God should 
choose to give me the gift of dying for 
His sake, then I would be overjoyed 
at this undeserved blessing. Jesus died 
to give me eternal life. I can think of 
nothing better than to follow in His 
footsteps and to die to spread the good 
news of eternal life to His people in 
Kazakhstan.  Persecution, trials, and even 
martyrdom are no threat to the spread 
of the gospel—they are the seeds from 
which God’s Church grows, and the 
conditions under which she thrives. (II 
Corinthians 5:8; Acts 5:41; Colossians 
1:23-25)

     Yes, it is a difficult calling, and 
Satan and the world offer many trials 
and fierce opposition. But in the end, 
whether by life or by death, we will be 
on the winning side, and God will be 
glorified. In all of our struggles, up to 
this point, I have learned two things: 
however God chooses to bring His 
people through the battles of Christian 
life and ministry, the final outcome is 
always His own glory and His people’s 
happiness. We cannot lose, because, 
ultimately, we are not the ones doing the 
work. God is working through us, and 
God can never be defeated. (II Timothy 

3:12; Philippians 1:20; 2:12)
      I imagine many of you who read this 
have a similar background as my own—
you grew up in a Christian home, and 
even though you have seen Christian 
ministry all around you, you find the 
pleasures of the world more enjoyable. If 
this is the case with you, as it
definitely was with me, my advice may 
surprise you—stop thinking about 
what you can do for God and think 
about what He has already done you. 
Because the truth is, none of us can 
do anything for God; and recognizing 
that, and believing that He is the 
only one who can give you eternal joy 
through the knowledge of His Son, 
Jesus Christ, is the only work that He 
finds acceptable—for it gives Him all 
the glory, as the only One who is great 
enough to satisfy your soul. God has 
no need for grudging labor, done out of 
self-pitying duty. He has no need of any 
labor at all, but He allows the men and 
women who are delighted in knowing 
Him to have the privilege of serving 
the Savior they have grown to love. 
Pray that God would open your heart 
to see Christ more clearly and love Him 
more deeply! Pray that He would give 
you the undeserved pleasure of serving 
Him! There is no greater or more lasting 
joy than knowing Him—and for those 
whom He has given the gift of knowing 
Him, the joy of introducing Him to 
others, so that they might also rejoice 
in Him, is more than deep enough to 
sustain them through any trials that they 
may encounter along the way. ( John 
6:28-29; Jeremiah 2:12-13; Luke 17:10; 
John 17:3,13,18-24)

And they sing the song of Moses the 
servant of God, and the song of the 
Lamb, saying, Great and marvelous 
are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just 
and true are thy ways, thou King of 
saints. Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, 
and glorify thy name? for thou only 
art holy: for all nations shall come and 
worship before thee; for thy judgments 
are made manifest. – Rev 15:3-4
Nicole Weinert Pitchford
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Why run with the turkeys when you can soar with the eagles?

Soaring as Eagles
Teen Newsletter

Admit UR a sinner - Rom. 3:23

Believe Christ Died 4 UR sins - Rom 5:8

Confess with UR mouth your belief
      in Christ Jesus - Rom 10:9,10

                                               And U can B Sure 
                                                               UR saved!

ru sURe
saved

Big things are 
happening!!
Watch for the next issue 
               of Soaring as Eagles!
    


